ADDISON'S LATIN LETTER.                   613

sestuat Hie calamus, ex laeto liberoque inotu ardet evagari. Sed
ne confusim, et tanquam per satyram eonturbet omnia abrup-
turn et effraeni gaudium, ab origine tua et incunabulis ipsis
percurramus singula, ut inde quibus crevisti auxiliis, quibus
adolevisti, et robur assumpsisti, (nimirum si Epistplam hanc
nostram publici juris facturus es,) recolant posteri, prsedicet
eternitas, <fcc. Apage igitur frivolas istaa et otiosas nsenias,
tanquam nutricularum fabulas aut Democritea commenta,
quas spargi aiunt de te, nigra scurrarum convitia. Facili
ariolari possum sine minatore Delio et Enigmatum correctore
quorsum haec omnia ^ quicunque enim color obtenditur, in-
tima pellucet causa; sed reprimam styli pertinaciam, ne in
alienam videar inviolare messem ;

Qui sum tui studiosissimus,    JOSEPH ADDISON.
In the conclusion of his Poem the author thus character-
izes himself.

From books and men. a joyless "wretch retired,

By no kind muse nor tender maid inspired;

Whom Mends, pretending aid, have led astray,

To fools a proverb, and to knaves a prejr.

Gay were the hours, and winged with mirth they flew,

When first the town my early genius knew;

Heir to eight hundred pounds a year at least;

In company the brightest and the best.

I formed my tender youth with studious art,

And learned what Steek or Prior could impart j

Prior, the merriest of all nurseful men,

And Steele, whose sword's not keener than his pen.

With Addison, the biggest word of Fame,

Who tuned my soul, and gave the world my name;

Against our modern fools and fashions rose,

And undertook to school the washy beaus,

Who from half-wits to soplings daily grow,

As maggots change to butterflies, you know.
The remaining lines, which I have not room to transcribe, are
very much in the penseroso style. I have inquired about the
author here, where his later residence seems to have been. But as
Poetry then obscured him, so Time has now erased his memory
from the minds of his fellow-citizens.                          J. B.

As Addison edited the second volume of the Musce Anglicancs, Oxon.
1699, it is presumed that the short Latin preface which accompanies it
was written by him, but there is no actual evidence. It was reprinted
with additions in 1714, and as both editions are very common, it is not
thought worth introducing here.